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years of bondage had worked into the bones of many Poles a
feeling of doubt, even of hostility, to government—to any Govern-
ment, no matter if it was their own. As a nation the Poles had, as
it were, to go to school again to learn and to unlearn, and this was
a process for which time was needed. The struggle that centred in
the strong, commanding personality of Pilsudski and the Consti-
tutional question associated with him left its mark on the first
Seym, as on those that followed it. Soldier and statesman, auto-
crat and democrat, Pilsudski filled the rfile of Teacher and School-
master as well as Leader of his people. This became clearer later.
SECOND SEYM MEETS
Pilsudski opened the second Seym on November 28, 1922, by
reading a message in which he recalled the opening of the first
Seym and spoke of the progress the country had made in all
directions since those inspiring but anxious days. No longer were
the frontiers menaced; there was peace externally, and Poland
had the opportunity of giving herself up entirely to the pacific
and fruitful work of consolidating the State. Great difficulties had
still to be overcome. Later on the same day he opened the first
session of the Senate, whose function he described as that of a
moderator assuring the equilibrium of the Parliamentary institu-
tions of the country. On December i, 1922, Rataj, a member of
the Witos Populist Party, was elected Marshal of the Seym by
253 votes to 117—a defeat for the Right, for which, however, it
received some compensation by the election of Trampczynski,
Marshal of the first Seym, as Marshal of the Senate by 56 votes
to 41. The next important matter was the election of the President
of the Republic. Several names were mentioned, among them
those of Paderewski and General J. Haller. During the closing
days of November some papers announced that Pilsudski would
not be a candidate; this report was soon confirmed. To a delega-
tion of the Left which urged him to change his mind he said that
the Constitution did not in his opinion give the President suffi-
cient powers, and he could not endure such an ambiguous posi-
tion. In his remarks he outlined his conception of the relations
that should subsist between the President on the one hand and

